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2. The History of Landscape Ecology in Europe

Karl-Friedrich Schreiber

From Ecology to Ecosystem Research

It was quite obviously an expression of the bioscientific currents of his time
when, in January 1869, the young Ernst Haeckel used the term Oecologie during
a lecture on the developments and tasks of zoology. At the beginning of the
century A, von Humboldt (1808) had already given these currents new impulses.
Haeckel meant a new understanding of a field of work developing in biology,
which considered the organism not only on its own, but also as embedded in a
relationship between the nonliving (abiotic) and living (biotic) components of the
environment (Haeckel, 1870). Some years earlier, in the treatise “General
Morphology of Organisms” he had already defined the term Oecologie, which he
linked exclusively with research into life-space interactions governed by natural
laws, as the Naturhaushaltslehre (science of the nature household) (Haeckel,
1866).

It should not be surprising, therefore, if the term Ockologie or oecology is to
be found in the scientific correspondence of that period. For example, Oehser
(1959, based on Harding and Bode, 1958) presumed he had found the first use of
the word in the work of the nineteenth-century naturalist and writer, Henry David
Thoreau. However, Harding (1965) later corrected this by pointing out that
Thoreau's handwritten word was undoubtedly “geology,” not “ecology.”

More than ten years earlier, Sendtner (1854) and de Candolle (1855) had
already analysed the environmental factors influencing the incidence and growth






